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Discussion Topics
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With the first US presidential election debate
just held and the election around the corner,
opinion polls are springing up everywhere in
the US, making headline stories of Hong Kong’s
electronic and print media. Meanwhile in Hong
Kong, we have also witnessed the impact of
opinion polls on the outcome of the LegCo
election. In this seminar, two directors of
academic polling institutions located in the US
and Hong Kong, moderated by a director of a
civic group, will discuss the role of opinion
polling in electoral engineering both in the US
and Hong Kong. They will also talk about
international professional standards of polling
and make recommendations for promoting
good practices in the US and Hong Kong.
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The Hong Kong Story:
LC2016 Rolling Poll
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Support Rate of Hong Kong Island Candidates
(Valid votes**)
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Survey Daté”
~4 Valid votes = Registered voters interviewed - those who would notvote on election day - those who would not vote in this constituency - those who would not support
anyone - those who said "undecided / don't know | hard to say".
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Support Rate of Kowloon East Candidates
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~* Valid votes = Registered voters interviewed - those who would notvote on election day - those who would notvote in this constituency - those who would not support
anyone - those who said "undecided / don't know /hard to say”.
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Support Rate of Kowloon West Candidates
(Valid votes™ ")
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~4 Walid votes = Registered voters interviewed - those who would not vote on election day - those who would not vote in this constituency - those who would not support
anyone - those who said "undecided / don't know /hard to zay".
Omly those in the latest profection list are shown. The list of Leung Mei Fun and Leung Man Kwong may win 2 seats.

Number of seats according

to official threshold

b Wi 4 List o LEUNG
Me-fin 0fBPA

sl Mo 10 Ligt of CHLANG
La-wan, Ann of DAB

g D0, 12 List of LAU Siu-
la of Danocacy
Gromdword:

i B0 & List of WONG
Pik-wom o f The
Democrati ¢ Party

s 0. 3 List of MO Man-
ching, Clandia of Crvic




30%

25%

20%

Percentage
e
&

10%

5%

025

% Valid votes = Registerad voters interviewed - those who would notvote on election day -

Support Rate of New Territories East Candidates
(Valid votes™*)

Number of seats according
to official threshold

| ]

=== N 7 List of YEUNG Alvin
Ngok-kiu of Civic Paty

30407 - O30=S2016

31407 - BHOR2016

A8 - DSOR200

02408 - 0a/0R2016

0308 - OTOR20 0

B - OR/0R2016

3

\)

tf

A -‘i
t\'
\J

G-EQ-EC-EC-EIC.EC.\EC.\D\:I\D\ﬂg\C-EG-EG-E
505059505055555550505@53
SEEiifiEEiiiiiiEEiiiiiit
2 8- dF 38 % EE a8 3888 %528 ¢= 3
w oW ® W ® W % W W e mw w m mw m oe w o w w e % o
-\?g-\?gﬁg-\?g:ﬁ%% Eg%ggﬁﬁ Qg-ﬂ?g
£ £ 5 5 2 2 -2 g 2oE 2 - X 25 o H O A9 &85 F

]
3
Lg-3
F o
=
=

se who would notvote in this constituency - those who would not

support anyone - those who said "undecided / don't know (hard to say”.

2008 - DZ/092016

No. 10 List of QUAT
Elizabeth of DAB

s W0 2 List of CHAN Hak-
kan of DAR

st N, 2 List of LAM Cheuk-
ting of The Democranc Party

N0 19 List of LEUNG
Chung-hang, $ixtus of
Youngspiraion

g Mg, 5 List of LEUTNG Kwok-
hung of League of Soctal

Demooats
=0

s N 18 List of CHAN Chi-
chuen, Ravmend of People
Power

s No. 1 List of Independent
candidare FONG Kwok-
shan, Christine

s W 6 List of CHEUNG
Chiu-hung of Labour Party




Support Rate of New Territories West Candidates
(Valid votes**)
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**Valid votes = Registerad voters interviewed - those whoe would not vote on election day - those who would notwote in this functional constituency - those who would
not support anyone - those who said "undecided / don't know / hard to say".
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Accuracy of POP rolling poll predictions

(28/8 — 2/9/2016, last rolling point)

High odds Higher Equal Lower

chances chances chances
HKI 2/2 1/1 3/5 3/3
KInE 1/1 1/1 3/4 1/1
KInW 2/2 0/0 4/5 0/0
NTE 2/2 2/2 5/10 4/4
NTW 2/2 0/0 7/11 1/1
Super DC 2/2 0/0 3/4 0/0
11/11 4/4 25/39 9/9

Overall
100%0 100%o 649%0 100%o




The Hong Kong Story:

Partisan vs Neutral Exit Polls



Surfacing of partisan
exit polling in HK...
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From REO to POP on 31 August 2016

“... We note there have recently been
some reports on a rolling survey on the
2016 Legislative Council Election
being conducted by HKUPOP under
the co-sponsorship of a number of
media organisations and a civic
organisation...”

“... We appreciate that HKUPOP has
taken measures to address possible
public perception issues. Nonetheless,
you may appreciate that there may still
be lingering public concern on the
conduct of exit polls and the overall
fairness of the election...”

“... we write to reiterate that HKUPOP
should not use any data obtained from
the exit polls in any election-related
activities. .. before the close of poll...”

THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG FH# 5
PUBLIC OPINION PROGRAMME R BRI

Tel B (352) 39017 7700 Fax {BJ: (B52) 1546 0561  Website ¥%hE: htp/mkupop bku bk
Address: Room 706, F, The Jockey Club Tawer, The University of Hong Eong, Pakfulam, Hong Kang
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2 September 2016

Mr P H Li

Chief Electoral Officer

Registration and Electoral Office

1{th floor, Harbour Centre, 25 Harbour Road
Wan Chai, Hong Kong

(By fax; 2827 4644)

Dear Mr Li,
Your Mr Fankie Fong's letter of 31 August 2016 addressed to our Mr Frank Lee refers.

While I appreciate your approval of our application for conducting exit polls on 4 September 2016,
ad your reminder of the terms and conditions for your approval, T wish to re-iterate our position
which should be well-known to your office and the general public, that we have never used our exit
poll data in “any election-related activities, including any other projects... in connection with the
election, before the close of poll” (Mr Fong’s wording) and we will continue to refrain from doing so.
Since 1991, | have personally met with and also written to the Electoral Affairs Commission
(previously called the Boundary and Election Commission) many times to express my concerm on
sub-standard exit polling in Hong Kong, | therefore take this opportunity to attach four documents to
illustrate my concem, and hope that yvou would respond to them if thought fit:

*  Annex 1: NMewspaper report of Oriental Daily, 14 September 2004, entitled “ZE ik S8R5 F ¢
F (“Martin wins in shame™)

= Annex 2@ Mewspaper report of Sun, 14 September 2004, entitled “¥E 77 i ERERESHIEAH"
(“Ma Lik: The hardest moment has passed™)

= Annex 3 My column article of 6 October 2004, entitled “SE0EEE T @ MY roR 0l 46" (Exit
Polling: Professional ethics needed)

= Annex 4: Newspaper report of Apple Daily, 4 June 2016, entitled “SRIE58# A5 (“Election
engineering using exit poll™)

Looking forward to your reply, and wishing your team a smooth operation on 4 September.

Yours sincerely

Eobert Chung
Director of Public Opinton Programme




From REO’s email reply to POP dated 7 September 2016

“... 1t has been the established practice of the Registration and Electoral Office (“REO”)
to issue reminder letters to applicants or applicant organisations when necessary to
draw their attention to the particular requirement(s) for the conduct of exit poll...”

“... the Electoral Affairs Commission (“EAC”) has all along taken very seriously the
need to ensure that electors’ behaviour will not be unduly affected by the conduct of
exit poll, and the publication and broadcast of the results of exit polls before close of
poll. To strike a good balance between the need to maintain order outside polling
stations and upholding the freedom of expression, freedom of the press and academic
freedom, the EAC has set out detailed guidelines for the conduct of exit poll...”

“... Since the 2015 District Council Ordinary Election, every applicant or applicant
organisation for exit poll has been required to make a statutory declaration to abide by
the relevant Guidelines on Election-related Activities (“the Guidelines™) and the terms
in the application form... subject to legal liability for any non-compliance...”

“... We trust that the enhanced arrangement will help ensuring the public elections are
conducted[in an open, honest and fair manner.].”




POP exit polls...



The operation in 2012 ...
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Accuracy of 2012 predictions released at 10:30 pm

High odds Higher Equal Lower

chances chances chances
HKI 1/1 3/3 3/7 2/2
KInE 0/0 0/0 517 0/0
KInW 4/4 1/1 0/0 1/1
NTE 2/2 4/4 3/7 1/1
NTW 1/1 0/0 8/11 1/1
Super DC 1/1 212 2/3 0/0
9/9 10/10 21/35 5/5

Overall
100%0 100%o 60%0 100%o




Accuracy of 2012 predictions released at 11:30 pm

High odds Higher Equal Lower

chances chances chances
HKI 3/3 2/3 2/3 1/1
KInE 1/1 2/3 2/3 0/0
KInW 2/2 2/2 1/2 0/0
NTE 4/4 3/3 2/6 0/0
NTW 1/1 1/1 7/10 1/1
Super DC 4/4 1/1 0/0 1/1
15/15 11/13 14/24 3/3

Overall
100%0 85% 58%0 100%o




Accuracy of 2012 predictions released at 1:00 am

High odds Higher Equal Lower

chances chances chances
HKI 4/4 1/2 2/3 1/1
KInE 1/1 2/3 2/3 0/0
KInW 4/4 1/1 0/0 1/1
NTE 4/4 3/3 2/6 0/0
NTW 2/2 0/0 7/10 0/0
Super DC 5/5 0/0 0/0 0/0
20/20 7/9 13/22 2/2

Overall
100%0 78%0 59%0 100%o




Accuracy of 2016 “would-have-been” predictions

High odds Higher Equal Lower

chances chances chances
HKI 2/2 1/1 3/6 1/1
KInE 1/1 0/0 4/6 0/0
KInwW 3/3 1/1 214 2/2
NTE 4/4 3/3 214 3/3
NTW 6/6 0/0 3/8 1/1
Super DC 5/5 0/0 0/0 0/0
21/21 5/5 14/28 717

Overall
100%0 100%o 50% 100%o




POP exit poll response rates

LC 2016

LC 2010

LC 2007

LC 2016 © | Lc2012 | Lc 2008~ ' Lc 2004
by-election by-elections by-election
Date 4-Sep 28-Feb 9-Sep 16-May 7-Sep 2-Dec 12-Sep
Reig;’ense 55.9% | 58.4% | 53.3% 664% | 51.4% | 66.9% | 66.7%
No. of 45 10 105 42 106 40 101
stations
Szri';z'e 3.092 1.068 14.917 3,562 8755 3.424 9.223

A a total of 951 cases from 14 stations were removed due to data quality problem




Exit poll restrictions in different countries
(from WAPOR Freedom to Publish Poll Survey 2012)

Country Blackout Days
period for | (prior to
pre- an

Legal restrictions on the conduct of exit polls

Completely Banned Banned No No Don’t  Refused

election election) banned inside the outside restriction  restriction  know to
opinion of polls polling close to —no exit  —some exit answer
polls banned station polling polls polls
station conducted conducted
to date today
China v
Hong Kong v
Macau v v
Taiwan v v
Summary
Number of
countries 38 “yes” i 7 35 18 10 26 3 3
affected (45%) (8%) (41%) (21%) (12%) (31%) (4%) (4%)

(out of 85)



The importance of non-partisan
exit polls to Hong Kong ...

= Asymbol of free society

A symbol of non-partisan opinion survey
A symbol of academia-media cooperation
A symbol of middle force in civic society

A symbol of success for “one country, two
systems”



End of Presentation



