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With the first US presidential election debate 
just held and the election around the corner, 
opinion polls are springing up everywhere in 
the US, making headline stories of Hong Kong’s 
electronic and print media. Meanwhile in Hong 
Kong, we have also witnessed the impact of 
opinion polls on the outcome of the LegCo 
election. In this seminar, two directors of 
academic polling institutions located in the US 
and Hong Kong, moderated by a director of a 
civic group, will discuss the role of opinion 
polling in electoral engineering both in the US 
and Hong Kong. They will also talk about 
international professional standards of polling 
and make recommendations for promoting 
good practices in the US and Hong Kong. 

 
隨着美國總統選舉的首場辯論剛剛完成，大
選在即，在美國湧現的選前民意調查，便成
為香港各大媒體爭相報導的題材。而在香港
，我們亦見證了選前民調對立法會選舉的影
響。本研討會由民間組織的主席主持，並由
兩位分別來自美國和香港民意調查機構的總
監，就選前民調在兩地選舉工程中所扮演的
角色作出深入討論。他們亦會提及國際有關
規管選前民調的專業守則，並就如何在兩地
推廣專業的民調準則提出建議。 
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The Hong Kong Story: 

LC2016 Rolling Poll 



http://www.ropercenter.cornell.edu/CFIDE/cf/action/catalog/abstract.cfm?label=&keyword=HKPOP2016+LCPREN07&fromDate=&toDate=&organization=Any&type=&keywordOptions=1&start=1&id=&exclude=&excludeOptions=1&topic=Any&sortBy=DESC&archno=HKPOP2016-LCPREN07&abstract=abstract&x=32&y=11
https://www.hkupop.hku.hk/chinese/
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Accuracy of POP rolling poll predictions 

(28/8 – 2/9/2016, last rolling point) 

High odds 
Higher 

chances 

Equal 

chances 

Lower 

chances 

HKI 2/2 1/1 3/5 3/3 

KlnE 1/1 1/1 3/4 1/1 

KlnW 2/2 0/0 4/5 0/0 

NTE 2/2 2/2 5/10 4/4 

NTW 2/2 0/0 7/11 1/1 

Super DC 2/2 0/0 3/4 0/0 

Overall 
11/11 4/4 25/39 9/9 

100% 100% 64% 100% 



The Hong Kong Story: 
Partisan vs Neutral Exit Polls 



Surfacing of partisan 

exit polling in HK… 



–蘋果日報  (Apple Daily) 

| 2016-06-04 | A04 

有線電視新聞報導 (Cable TV) 

http://cablenews.i-

cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D

%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%

9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%

AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%

8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89

%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%

E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95 

 

http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95
http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/483363/%E5%8D%B3%E6%99%82%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E/%E6%B0%91%E5%BB%BA%E8%81%AF%E4%B8%8A%E5%B1%86%E7%AB%8B%E6%9C%83%E9%81%B8%E8%88%89%E7%96%91%E9%81%95%E5%8F%8D%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95


From REO to POP on 31 August 2016 

 

“… We note there have recently been 

some reports on a rolling survey on the 

2016 Legislative Council Election 

being conducted by HKUPOP under 

the co-sponsorship of a number of 

media organisations and a civic 

organisation…” 

 

“… We appreciate that HKUPOP has 

taken measures to address possible 

public perception issues. Nonetheless, 

you may appreciate that there may still 

be lingering public concern on the 

conduct of exit polls and the overall 

fairness of the election…” 

 

“… we write to reiterate that HKUPOP 

should not use any data obtained from 

the exit polls in any election-related 

activities… before the close of poll…” 



From REO’s email reply to POP dated 7 September 2016 

 

“… it has been the established practice of the Registration and Electoral Office (“REO”) 

to issue reminder letters to applicants or applicant organisations when necessary to 

draw their attention to the particular requirement(s) for the conduct of exit poll…” 

 

“… the Electoral Affairs Commission (“EAC”) has all along taken very seriously the 

need to ensure that electors’ behaviour will not be unduly affected by the conduct of 

exit poll, and the publication and broadcast of the results of exit polls before close of 

poll.  To strike a good balance between the need to maintain order outside polling 

stations and upholding the freedom of expression, freedom of the press and academic 

freedom, the EAC has set out detailed guidelines for the conduct of exit poll…” 

 

“… Since the 2015 District Council Ordinary Election, every applicant or applicant 

organisation for exit poll has been required to make a statutory declaration to abide by 

the relevant Guidelines on Election-related Activities (“the Guidelines”) and the terms 

in the application form… subject to legal liability for any non-compliance…” 

 

“… We trust that the enhanced arrangement will help ensuring the public elections are 

conducted in an open, honest and fair manner…” 



POP exit polls… 



The operation in 2012 … 

–20 



Accuracy of 2012 predictions released at 10:30 pm 

High odds 
Higher 

chances 

Equal 

chances 

Lower 

chances 

HKI 1/1 3/3 3/7 2/2 

KlnE 0/0 0/0 5/7 0/0 

KlnW 4/4 1/1 0/0 1/1 

NTE 2/2 4/4 3/7 1/1 

NTW 1/1 0/0 8/11 1/1 

Super DC 1/1 2/2 2/3 0/0 

Overall 
9/9 10/10 21/35 5/5 

100% 100% 60% 100% 



Accuracy of 2012 predictions released at 11:30 pm 

High odds 
Higher 

chances 

Equal 

chances 

Lower 

chances 

HKI 3/3 2/3 2/3 1/1 

KlnE 1/1 2/3 2/3 0/0 

KlnW 2/2 2/2 1/2 0/0 

NTE 4/4 3/3 2/6 0/0 

NTW 1/1 1/1 7/10 1/1 

Super DC 4/4 1/1 0/0 1/1 

Overall 
15/15 11/13 14/24 3/3 

100% 85% 58% 100% 



Accuracy of 2012 predictions released at 1:00 am 

High odds 
Higher 

chances 

Equal 

chances 

Lower 

chances 

HKI 4/4 1/2 2/3 1/1 

KlnE 1/1 2/3 2/3 0/0 

KlnW 4/4 1/1 0/0 1/1 

NTE 4/4 3/3 2/6 0/0 

NTW 2/2 0/0 7/10 0/0 

Super DC 5/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 

Overall 
20/20 7/9 13/22 2/2 

100% 78% 59% 100% 



Accuracy of 2016 “would-have-been” predictions 

High odds 
Higher 

chances 

Equal 

chances 

Lower 

chances 

HKI 2/2 1/1 3/6 1/1 

KlnE 1/1 0/0 4/6 0/0 

KlnW 3/3 1/1 2/4 2/2 

NTE 4/4 3/3 2/4 3/3 

NTW 6/6 0/0 3/8 1/1 

Super DC 5/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 

Overall 
21/21 5/5 14/28 7/7 

100% 100% 50% 100% 



POP exit poll response rates 

LC 2016 
LC 2016 

by-election 
LC 2012 

LC 2010 

by-elections 
LC 2008^ 

LC 2007 

by-election 
LC 2004 

Date 4-Sep 28-Feb 9-Sep 16-May 7-Sep 2-Dec 12-Sep 

Response 

rate 
55.9% 58.4% 53.3% 66.4% 51.4% 66.9% 66.7% 

No. of 

stations 
45 10 105 42 106 40 101 

Sample 

size 
3,092 1,068  14,917  3,562  8,755 3,424  9,223  

–^ a total of 951 cases from 14 stations were removed due to data quality problem 



Country Blackout 

period for 

pre-

election 

opinion 

polls 

Days 

(prior to 

an 

election) 

of polls 

banned 

Legal restrictions on the conduct of exit polls 

Completely 

banned 

Banned 

inside the 

polling 

station 

Banned 

outside 

close to 

polling 

station 

No 

restriction 

– no exit 

polls 

conducted 

to date 

No 

restriction 

– some exit 

polls 

conducted 

today 

Don’t 

know 

Refused 

to 

answer 

China No --              

Hong Kong No --              

Macau Yes 15             

Taiwan Yes 10             

Summary 

Number of 

countries 

affected 

(out of 85) 

38 “yes” 

(45%) 
- 

7 

(8%)  

35 

(41%) 

18 

(21%)  

10 

(12%)  

26 

(31%)  

3 

(4%)  

3 

(4%)  

Exit poll restrictions in different countries 
(from WAPOR Freedom to Publish Poll Survey 2012) 



The importance of non-partisan 

exit polls to Hong Kong …  

 A symbol of free society 

 A symbol of non-partisan opinion survey 

 A symbol of academia-media cooperation 

 A symbol of middle force in civic society 

 A symbol of success for “one country, two 

systems” 



End of Presentation 


