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Rational Ignorance 



Should the 1975 Public Affairs Act be repealed? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another story…The Washington post asked survey respondents…http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/clinton/stories/polling011099.htmhttp://business.illinois.edu/shavitt/BA_531/Bishop-week5.pdf	



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opinion was split, but almost half the respondents had an opinion



However, the 1975 Public Affairs Act never existed! 











Deliberative Poll 



∗ DP Workshop, Feb 2009, HK 

∗ Deliberative Forum, Feb 2010, HK (on policy reform) 

∗ DP Workshop, Mar 2010, HK 

∗ Deliberative Forum, Nov 2010, HK (on 2023 Asian Games bid) 

∗ DP Workshop, Jan 2011, Beijing 

∗ DP Workshop, Jul 2011, HK 

∗ Deliberative Forum, Sep 2011, HK (on LegCo vacancy filling mechanism) 

∗ Deliberative Poll in Macau, Dec 2011 

∗ DP Workshop, Jun 2012, HK (parallel workshop with WAPOR HK Conference) 

∗ Deliberative Forum, Dec 2012, HK (on citizens’ expectation of Policy Address) 

∗ OCLP Deliberation Series – DDay 1 [comprised of Deliberative Poll (DP1) and Deliberative 
Meeting (DM1)], Jun 2013, HK 

∗ Deliberative Forum, Aug 2013, HK (on landfill extension) 

∗ OCLP Deliberation Series – DP 2, Sep 2013, HK 

POP’s involvement in DP development in HK 
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Occupy Central with Love and Peace 
(OCLP) 

A civil disobedient movement mobilizing 

10,000+ citizens to pressure the Central 

Government for a “genuine” universal 

suffrage in 2017 for the selection of the 

region’s Chief Executive. 



Universal & 
equal suffrage 

Non-violent 
actions 

Civil  
disobedience 

Citizen  
authorization 

after deliberation 
  

Political  
game 

Social 
awakening 

Public Dispute 
Resolution 

(Deliberation) 

Seven components of OCLP 



Date Event 

9 Jun 2013 DDay1 (DP1 and DM1), to raise questions about the movement 

29 Sep 2013 DP2, to discuss the basic principles of 2017 CE Election Design 

Oct/Nov 2013 DM2s to discuss 1) Why democracy is important? 2) Basic 
principles of 2017 CE Election design, and 3) how to make 
OCLP successful 

Jan 2014 Big Meeting, e-voting 1 (get familiar with e-voting) 

Mar/Apr 2014 DDay3 (DP3 and DM3), to discuss the proposals for CE 
election 

Jun 2014 E-voting 2 (citizens’ authorization) 

Jul 2014 Occupy Central, if needed 

Current Plan of OCLP 



“Deliberation Day successfully changes political culture” 
AppleDaily 10-6-2013 



“POP Deliberation Day participants agree with civil nomination” 
Hong Kong Economic Journal 30-9-2013 



Challenges in Running “D-Projects” 
Fulfilling 5 key principles 
∗ Balance - The organizer should provide the participants with balanced 

information for and against all arguments before the deliberation. 
∗ Ensuring balanced materials and panel experts 

∗ Engagement - Deliberative meetings target to promote active citizenship by 
engaging the public into the discussion and/or decision making process.  
∗ Ensuring active participation by a randomly selected representative sample 

∗ Civility - Discussion and deliberation must be based on mutual respect. 
∗ Ensuring a safe environment for participants to express their views, e.g. protecting 

anonymity, privacy, etc. 
∗ Equality - Deliberation should be conducted fairly, each participant should be 

considered equal. 
∗ Ensuring fair and equal conversation led by moderator 

∗ Rationality and openness - Individuals are not called to give up their own 
interests, but they should also consider other views before building or adjusting 
their opinions. 
∗ Ensuring rational conversations between people with different background (education, 

social, cultural, etc.) 



New Technologies 

Electronic platform and smartphone app 



New Technologies 

Smartphone app for registration and 
instant data processing  



End of Sharing 
 

Thank you! 
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