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ACADEMIC FREEDOM

From an essay on “Academic Freedom and the University” by Donald W. Wuerl published
in Issues in Academic Freedom edited by George S. Worgul, Jr. (Duguesne University
Press, 1992), 58

“Traditionally academic freedom refers to the liberty of a person to carry on intellectual
investigation in a scholarly manner within the structure of the academic community. In
current secular terms, it is typically defined more narrowly as “the freedom of
professionally qualified persons to Inquire, discover, publish and teach the truth as they see
it in the field of their comﬁetence, without any control of authority except the control of the
authority of the rational methods by which truth is established.”* It is the secular definition

that serves as the model for much of the discussion today.
When considered in this way, as a process, it includes:

(1)  the unhindered freedom to explore a given subject to the extent that our rational

powers of investigation are capable; and

(2)  the freedom to do so without influence or pressures external to the process.”

1 Sidney Hook, Heresy, Yes, Conspiracy, Ne (New York: John Day, 1953), 154
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